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Global security in the Mediterranean
Elvira Sánchez Mateos
In the last decade, the WEU, NATO and specially the European Union (in the
framework of the Barcelona process) initiated security dialogues with countries East and
South of the Mediterranean Basin.  Those processes are far to achieve significant progress.
Some arguments help to explain the present situation:  on the one hand, European countries
and organizations lack clear strategic goals and consistent policies.  On the other, difficulties
to create a security dialogue in the Mediterranean, which is a precondition to generate
both a common language and security culture, are the result of differences between the
European and the Arab security cultures.  Nevertheless, the geopolitical environment,
the Euro-Mediterranean process itself and the development of the European Union demand
a strategic revision on how to implement the objectives of the Barcelona Declaration,
reformulating the idea of Euro-Mediterranean Partnership towards a new concept of
shared security that integrates Southern interests and concerns.
Trust and stability in relations between the European
Union and the Maghreb
Henri Burgelin
Starting out from the assumption that the Euro-Mediterranean “solidarity” coming
out of the Barcelona Declaration of 1995 has played an important role in minimising the
effects of September 11 on subsequent events in the Western Mediterranean, the author
analyses the Barcelona Process—particularly with respect to Euro-Maghreb relations—
and asserts that it needs to be strengthened. Emphasis is on the development of, errors
in and the outlook for the three baskets of this process: the political and security basket;
the economic basket; and the social, cultural and humanitarian affairs basket.
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ESDP: current shortcomings 
and prospects for the future
Josep Baqués Quesada
The formulation of the ESDP announced at Cologne is been hindered by differences
among the foreign policy agendas of the European states and by their dependence on the
US. Success in handling this challenge will depend on Europe’s ability to define a common
strategic concept and to make available the means necessary for making it credible on the
international scene.
Labour, Likud and the colonisation of the occupied
territories: the failure of peace
Ferran Izquierdo Brichs
Continuity in the positions of the Labour Party and Likud relative to the occupied
Palestinian territories is the main cause of the failure of the peace process in the Middle
East. The ups and downs of these ten years of negotiations, the progress and the setbacks
cannot be explained by only looking at an account of the process. One must go back in
time and analyse the development of thinking among the principal elements of Israeli
politics relative to the goal of Jewish colonisation of the West Bank and East Jerusalem
and the problem of controlling the Palestinian population of the occupied territories.
Only in this way can one understand the different positions of the Tel Aviv government
regarding peace and their refusal to take the one step that could end the conflict: withdrawal
from all the territory occupied in June 1967.
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